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        Steve Perrin tracks horseshoe crabs with a hydrophone in Egypt Bay.            
                                                                                                 Photo by Carole Beal
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Sonar Tracks Crab Movement
By Steve Perrin

Friends of Taunton Bay and the Department of
Marine Resources are conducting a joint horseshoe crab
tracking program in Egypt and Hog Bays. The work is
supported by grants from the Maine Coastal Program,
Maine Sea Grant, Sweet Water Trust, and the Norcross
Wildlife Foundation. Our aim is to find out what habitats
local horseshoe crabs use at different times of year, and
whether or not
they exit the bay
in winter as they
gener a lly do
farther south.

In June
we placed sonar
t r a n s m i t t e r s
(roughly the size
of a Chapsick) on
13 horseshoe
crabs in Hog Bay
and another 13 in
Egypt Bay. Since
then Slade Moore
and Steve Perrin
have gone out by
boat four days a
week, weather
permitting,  with
a hydrophone to
listen for signals,
and to try and
triangulate the
positions of as
many transmitters
as are heard
from. 
       We have
found that the
signals        often

carry for less than a quarter-mile, or even an eighth of a
mile when wind creates a lot of background noise. We
alternate our searches between the two bays, sometimes
locating only six crabs, occasionally all 13.

During the breeding season, the crabs quickly
scattered throughout both bays from the sites where the
transmitters were affixed with epoxy. In July they
wandered far and wide within their respective bays, then

in August when
t h e  w a t e r
warmed up, took
to somewhat
deeper waters.
So far, none have
ventured very far
beyond their
respective bays.

T ho u g h
w e  s e le c t e d
larger (older)
crabs for use in
the study, it is
possible some of
the transmitters
might be molted
with the shells
they are attached
to, in which case
we would like to
retrieve them for
reuse. We look
for signals that
don’t move day-
t o -d a y.  T he
batteries in the
transmitters are
expected to last
14 months. 

In late
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In a  two-week period, sonar-transmitting  horseshoe  crabs  moved  as shown  above. The map at left indicates crab
positions on August 26, and at right, on September 9.  The sonar transmitters were affixed at Shipyard Point in June.

Maps by Steve Perrin

 If you find any horseshoe crab molted shells with
either sonar transmitter or breeding survey tags
attached, please contact Steve Perrin at :
By phone ..................(207) 288-8240. 
e-mail address...........earthling@acadia.net
mailing   address.......P.O.  Box  585,  Bar Harbor,     
                                Maine 04609-0585

August FTB  placed  recording thermometers on the
bottom of each bay to log seasonal water temperatures in
order to correlate horseshoe crab movements with benthic
conditions. 

In addition to a mobile receiver, we are placing a
fixed hydrophone and receiver near the Hancock-Sullivan
bridge to log signals from any transmitters that might exit
the bay later in the year or return in the spring. 
          If  the  mature  horseshoe crab  populations in the
two bays are roughly, say, 4,000 each, which seems a
reasonable guess based on observed breeding activity over
the past 10 years, then each transmitting crab represents a
group of some 300 crabs. We are looking for patterns of
crab distribution to see if we think the crabs are moving as

        A sonar transmitter is attached to a horseshoe crab.
                   Photo by Steve Perrin         

a group or if their locations reflect more random
movements by individual crabs. At this point we have data
indicating which habitat areas are important to Taunton
Bay horseshoe crabs in June, July, and August. As the
water cools, we expect them to shift to a winter mode of
survival, but as yet have no indication when or how that
shift might occur.

What Keeps Us Afloat?
By Doug Kimmel

As the newly elected treasurer, I've had a chance
to review the books for the past three years and found
some surprises. First, we spend almost all we take in from
membership contributions each year. The big items are the
newsletter, mailing of membership renewals and
solicitations, president’s travel to meetings and workshops
(reimbursed at 14 cents per mile), and occasional
equipment purchases - such as a boat to monitor the bay.

mailto:earthling@acadia.net.
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Second, our membership contributions have been declining
slightly each year - not a good sign. Third, we manage to
set aside 10% of our cash balance each year as a reserve
fund - now equal to 60% of our annual budget. Fourth, we
have maintained a cash balance roughly equal to our annual
budget so we are secure with regard to cash flow.

We also have been able to secure a few grants to
fund special projects such as monitoring horseshoe crabs.

This past month we applied to the IRS for tax-
exempt status so that contributions to us can be free of tax,
such as when gifts of appreciated stocks are donated, we
will not have to pay any capital gains tax and will benefit
from the entire value of the gift. Likewise, gifts of cash will
be able to qualify for deduction from the individual's
income tax under appropriate conditions. This tax-exempt
status will also allow us to apply for grants from
foundations that consider only those nonprofit
organizations with this special tax status. Hopefully, the
approval will go smoothly and the membership will be
notified when it is official.

Obviously, it is the membership that keeps us afloat
doing good work for the bay we all cherish. Please continue
to give as generously as you can, but remember, your
membership can be renewed at any amount that is
comfortable for you.

Mussels Are Harvested Despite Ban
By Pat Flagg

Some people are alarmed at the mussel harvesting
that is occurring in Taunton Bay. They view hand-raking
and suctioning of mussels as end runs around the legislative
moratorium on dragging in the bay.

 But Slade Moore, the enthusiastic and dedicated
director of an ongoing DMR research project in Taunton
Bay, refuses to jump to conclusions. Instead, he says, "Our
dragging data is not yet in and there are no data on
alternate methods used in the subtidal zone. So it's hard to
say how dragging and alternate methods compare."
However, he does add that the matter needs further
investigation if the concern is about "bottom disturbance."

Slade has been told that the amount of mussels
being harvested by hand-raking during a tide cycle is about
the same as a dragger would remove. And although hand-
harvesting obviously takes longer and is much less efficient,
a comparable amount of bottom area seems to be altered.
Whether it is altered in the same way, Slade says he doesn't
know.

"We have more to learn. Few people anticipated

that folks who normally fish from draggers would get
crews together and start doing this, but with an apparent
lack of mussels in areas free of lobster gear, that's just
what happened."  Whether  this is the beginning of a larger
coast-wide trend is questionable, says Slade. But
nevertheless, he adds in his judicious manner, "The
implications in local areas probably warrant some further
thought on the subject."

One obvious lesson , he suggests, is that managing
an area based on the exclusion of specific methods of
harvest such as dragging may not be the way to address
the concern.  It might better be termed "bottom
disturbance." 

Hand-raked mussels are ferried to The Nova for rinsing in the

stern-mounted drum.                          Photo by Steve Perrin     

At the same time, Slade suggests that just as we
evaluate the implications of alterations on the land, we
should evaluate those on the bottom of the sea. He points
out that disturbances such as dragging "might be
considered an acceptable form of bottom alteration, if the
effects can be localized to discrete areas and the total area
altered in a given locale is based on a coherent
management strategy.

"Most people step out of their door in the morning
wholly unconscious of the dramatic changes in the
landscape that human activities have caused.  In terms of
maintaining biodiversity, some of these changes have been
disastrous.  But that certainly doesn't mean that everything
we change spells doom.  Often it's a matter of magnitude."
       Slade Moore does not  speak light ly about
alterations in the environment. During his many jobs
concerned with the environment, he has seen how "small
nibbles being taken day after day can add up over time to
change the environment, sometimes with little chance of
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its being able to change back."
At the same time, he also became convinced that

many decisions about our environment are made without
adequate information, based on speculation or dogma
instead.

So Slade is cautious and he is a scientist who wants
to know the facts. Just the facts, ma'am.

This is Slade 's third summer on Taunton Bay, and
in spite of spending a lot of time studying juvenile fish
habitat, eel grass, horseshoe crabs, snorkeling, sampling,
and collecting data on the effects of dragging, he says,
"We're barely scratching the surface."

Even while addressing what seem the most pressing
questions, more questions keep coming up, he says. And
during the whole project, the search for more funding has
also been ongoing. "Our work plan has certainly been
ambitious relative to our resources and we couldn't have
done it without a lot of help from all sorts of people around
the bay and our many cooperators."

So while many of the rest of us will be jumping to
conclusions, Slade Moore will be back in the lab pouring
over data from this Taunton Bay project assessing it from
all angles. Then he'll give us his report.

  

Taunton Bay Assessment Updated
By Slade Moore

At the August meeting I described what we've
accomplished so far - now I'll take a few moments to
discuss what we're currently working on. 

Our projects in Taunton Bay have progressed
throughout the spring and summer with little deviation
from the projected workplan.  In April we resumed our
finfish sampling, which entails use of a small beam trawl to
capture juvenile fish and adults of small species such as
sticklebacks.  In particular, we have been targeting areas
with and without eelgrass that we focused on last year.
Plans to sample three times per month were changed when
it became apparent that the grass beds we used in 2002
were in decline, so we reverted to our earlier twice per
month sampling scheme.  Numbers of fish caught so far
have also been low relative to last year - this is likely
related to the thinning of the grass beds, which now offer
less cover for refuge-seeking fish.  Low spring
temperatures may also have influenced fish abundance.  We
should conclude our field work in early November. 
      We've enjoyed much volunteer field assistance for
this project so I'd like to thank Steph Barrett, James Becker

                                   Slade Moore      
                                             Photo by Sheila Karlson

(DMR), Shep Erhart, Chris Flannagan (UMO), Tracy Hart
(Maine Sea Grant), Kerry Lindberg (UMO Coop Ext.),
and Brian Swan (DMR) for helping out.  And we
especially thank Tom and Helen Gordon for being such
helpful neighbors when we've encountered vessel and
truck problems.  This work was funded through federally
obtained Wallop-Breaux funds. 

The dramatic eelgrass decline in the bay was
demonstrated and quantified in last year's mapping effort.
This year Seth Barker (DMR) is adding further analyses to
his results and we are extremely interested in determining
what has been driving this pattern of loss.  Earlier this
summer Tracy Hart and I attempted to collect rhizomes
from eelgrass beds that were robust or declining last year
to compare growth patterns in both situations.  Of the
areas we sampled, we found no rhizomes in the locations
that were already declining in 2002, and sparse growth in
the areas that were robust last year.  Unfortunately it is
beyond the scope of our present mandate and funding to
explore this question further, but understanding the
mechanisms and processes behind the eelgrass decline
should be a primary goal of future management efforts.  
 This spring Jill Fegley (Maine Maritime Academy)
completed sampling for her characterization of intertidal
hard bottom communities in the bay.  This work, which is
funded by Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund, represents an
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effort to expand our basic understanding of one component
of the overall bay.  Her results will be available in the final
report.

Early August marked the last round of sampling in
our drag experiment plots near Burying Island.  We
completed our videography and core sampling in a single
day with the help of Heath Hudson, Tom Atherton, and
Heidi Bray, who ably shared diving responsibilities with me.
Tom is currently working on sediment analyses and
sorting/identification of invertebrates obtained from the
core samples.  This final phase of the project will allow us
to characterize changes in the bottom one year after being
dragged.  It will also afford us the opportunity to round out
our understanding of seasonal changes in community
membership in the shallow, soft-bottom subtidal zone.  The
Maine Coastal Program and the Maine Outdoor Heritage
Fund funded this project. 

In June Steve Perrin and I began affixing sonic
transmitters to a total of twenty-six horseshoe crabs in Hog
and Egypt Bays.  This project is intended to provide a
glimpse  into  seasonal  crab movements  that  will  allow

Slade Moore readies the cable to his underwater video camera in
Egypt Bay on September 24. He and Steve Perrin were looking to
verify that sonar transmitters were still attached to living
horseshoe crabs, but were unable to get the visual proof they were
after.                                                    Photo by Steve Perrin

predictions of interaction with draggers should the
prohibition be lifted.  We intend to continue fieldwork as
long as the weather permits. 

Field work is winding down in all but the
horseshoe crab tracking project and the next important
phase of the assessment is to distill our data into a useable
product that will guide the Legislature when it revisits the
issue and informs the local communities of our findings
and recommendations.  Please don't hesitate to contact me
with any questions at West Boothbay Lab, 207- 633-9677.

      

Update On Oysters in Taunton Bay
 By Steve Perrin

On August 25 we received the hearings officer’s
findings for the Department of Marine Resources (DMR)
commissioner’s consideration concerning Mike Briggs’
Taunton Bay Oyster Company aquaculture lease
application for two tracts in Taunton Bay. Based on the
public hearing held in Franklin on June 18, the findings
basically approve the lease application, subject to 12
conditions. FTB and other intervenors had 10 days to
respond to the findings. After reviewing those responses,
the commissioner will then make his final decision.

The proposed conditions are as follows:
(1) Fishing and boating shall be allowed on the   

             open areas of the lease;
(2) The lease area shall be marked in accordance
with U.S. Coast Guard and DMR requirements;
(3) The applicant shall monitor on-site ecological
conditions in accordance with a monitoring
program established by DMR;
(4) To avoid disturbance to nesting eagles, lease
activities in tract 1 (the Hog Bay nursery site) shall
commence after June 1 of each year;
(5) Tract 1 shall contain floating gear only; no
oysters shall be planted on the bottom; no oysters
or gear shall be over-wintered;
(6) The arrays of floating trays in tract 1 shall be
separated by a minimum of 15 feet;
(7) No oysters shall be planted on the bottom of
tract 2 until the fall of 2004 (after the horseshoe
crab tracking study is completed);
(8) Harvesting of oysters on tract 2 shall be by
diver;
(9) Divers shall conduct dives at high tide or in the
direction away from the seal ledges when seals are
present;
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(10) The applicant shall not use the shore of
Buckskin (Round) Island in connection with the
lease activities, except to remove debris from the
shore;
(11) A lease shall not be issued until written
approval is received from the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in accordance with the
essential habitat review process; and
(12) Upon issuance of this lease, the four Limited
Purpose Aquaculture (LPA) licenses issued to
Michael Briggs in Hog Bay shall be terminated.
On August 30 FTB sent five comments on the

findings to the hearings officer. In summary, we found a
lack of evidence to support claims that Hog Bay is “a rich
plankton area” and flushes adequately at each tidal
exchange. Our own monitoring program raises doubts in
both cases. We questioned the finding that the introduction
of non-native oysters would cause “little impact on the bay
ecosystem,” proposing that such a conclusion is more a
matter of conjecture than science. We asked that harvesting
by diver (condition 8) be “unaided by gear of any kind
except gloves.” And should our tracking study find
horseshoe crabs in the lease area during winter months, we
asked that a subsequent hearing be held to examine the
interaction between oysters and horseshoe crabs on the
same site.

FTB birders look towards the proposed oyster site on Hog Bay, a
prime birding spot, while conducting the fall bird count.            
                                                          Photo by Carl Johnson

On Sept.10, 2003, DMR Commissioner George
Lapointe approved Mike Briggs' aquaculture lease
application subject to the 12 conditions, changing condition
7 to allow planting of oysters in summer 2004.

Centers Seek Nearly Million-Gallon
Increase in  Discharge Limit

by Steve Perrin

The new USDA National Cold Water Marine
Aquaculture Research Center is literally hooking up with
the University of Maine Center for Cooperative
Aquaculture Research (CCAR) in Franklin to jointly
discharge waste water into the bay through a common 12
inch (interior diameter) pipe. They have  applied for  the
maximum daily discharge limit  to be raised from 288,000
to 1,270,000 gallons. This sounds like a flood of waste
discharging into the bay, but it will be thoroughly filtered
and, according to Nick Brown, CCAR Manager of
Operations, the flow within the pipe will be less than the
tidal flow in the bay, posing no threat to marine species or
habitats. 

Members of the executive committee plan to meet
with managers of the two research centers to learn more
about the details and implications of this application for
modification of the current discharge permit. Should
concerned members want more information, Steve Perrin
has a copy of the 3/4-inch thick application, and there is
another at the town office in Franklin. 

Eagles Are On A Roll
By Pat Flagg

Five pairs of Taunton Bay eagles produced seven
young eaglets this year, which Charlie Todd of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife points out is way above the average
for the state.

On Taunton Bay proper, eagles produced two
young on Burying Island, two on Butler Point, and one on
Buckskin Island. Just beyond the bay, two young were
produced in the Tidal Falls nest, but both nests in the
Skillings River failed.

The statewide average is one young per pair of
eagles. "Anything above that is good," says Todd. "The
current statewide eagle population of 300 pairs is getting
up there."

It is only recently in Maine, however, that the
eagle population has risen to that level. Even into the late
80s, the state level was below the national average.
Several factors, including Maine's cold climate, acidic soil
and short growing season, have contributed to the long-
lasting effect of insecticides. DDT was banned in 1972,
and most people think that the effects have long since
disappeared. This is not so, says Todd. DDE, a metabolite
or by-product of DDT which affects the thinness of bird
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shells, was found in eaglets when they were sampled eight
years ago, and would still probably be found today.

DDT now has the stigma of being a major
contaminate, but in the 1940s, it brought malaria under
control worldwide. It was not banned because of its effect
on birds, however; it was found to be carcinogenic. More
recently, PCBs have been banned. Although they are not as
long lasting as DDEs, this pollutant is transmitted through
the air and is a global contaminate.

Animals high up in the food chain are the most
vulnerable to these pollutants. "DDT almost took the eagles
out," Todd says.

       Bald Eagle       Photo by Sheila Karlson

Eagles are listed as a threatened species both
statewide and federally. This status means that the species
is at risk of becoming endangered. Eagles were on the
endangered species list from 1978 through 1995. In 1999
the federal government considered taking eagles off the
threatened list, but concluded that the move was premature.
Todd said he expects the status to change in the next
several years, however. The large shoreline habitat that
eagles need to live in is a major concern which IFW has
been regulating for the last 13 years. Safeguards need to be
well in pace before eagle habitat can be considered secure.

Eagles are thought to have chased the heron
population away from their rookery on Burying Island
several years ago. Todd says he is not aware of any big
heron colony in the area now. There was one on Bean
Island for a while, but eagles chased that one away also.
Eagles, osprey and heron vie for the same territory, Todd

points out, and the predominance of one species or the
other is cyclical in nature.

For now, eagles preside over Taunton Bay. And
they are gaining a more secure talon hold each year.

Bay Management: Why do it? What is it?
 By Frank Dorsey

Water access for commercial fisheries is getting
more difficult due to rising prices of shorefront properties.
Clam and mussel flats are closed due to human sewage
pollutants. In Taunton Bay worm sizes and numbers are at
half of their historical levels and eelgrass is absent from
much of its historical range. Governor Baldacci has
appointed two task forces, one to study the failing ground
fisheries, one to study an aquaculture industry in crisis.
The Department of Marine Resources has primary
jurisdiction over aquaculture leases and issues or denies
them on a case-by-case basis; but the Corps of Army
Engineers, local harbormasters, and the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife have regulatory authority
over some aspects of leases.

A solution to all of the above, proposed by some,
understood by few and  currently without any statutory
basis is the development of bay management plans. As
noted by Steve Perrin in the spring 2003 newsletter, "we
would do better to establish bay management plans
identifying areas suited to aquaculture before it is imposed
without careful consideration of each individual site." The
goal of bay management plans is to manage human
activities affecting a bay so as to "balance sustainable
harvests with shared enjoyment of the bay through the
years ahead." 

At present, there is no regulatory or statutory basis
for development of such plans and no mechanism for
monitoring or enforcing compliance. The Conservation
Law Foundation has developed a draft document which is
strong on concepts and possibilities, but not yet specific
enough for legislative action. The executive committee of
Friends of Taunton Bay has appointed a subcommittee to
research and address how FTB can best participate in the
development of a plan for the bay. Clearly, we cannot
develop a plan alone; nor, do we yet have an agency with
authority to approve any such proposal. We are,
nonetheless trying to: 

�assemble what we know about the bay,
ecologically, economically, geologically and 
demographically;
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 Have You Renewed Your Membership?

      We need all our old friends to continue to
support our efforts to protect the bay.
        If you have not renewed your membership, or
are unsure of the status of your membership, please
contact Sheila Karlson at:
           phone.............207-565-3329
           e-mail.............skarlson@acadia.net
           address...........120 West Franklin Rd. 
                                  Franklin, ME 04634               

�identify other potentially affected individuals,
groups and agencies; 
�review related successful wildlife management
plans; 
�begin  to communicate with  the  broader
Taunton Bay community.
As information is accrued, we hope FTB can

facilitate a process involving our members with towns,
wormers, merchants, researchers, landowners, fishers,
educators, developers, clammers, boaters, birders and other
affected parties and agencies which will produce documents
reflecting the  almost certainly conflicting desires of all and
the resources available to meet them. In  developing such
documents, a mutual education process will have begun.
The next step in the process will involve defining specific
issues of agreement and disagreement, reviewing the issue-
relevant data and attempting to find long-term
compromises which will not harm the bay. Whatever
actions are eventually taken at the state level, creation of
the resource inventory, development of relationships
among all affected parties, mutual education, and attempts
to find common ground about contentious issues will place
Taunton Bay's constituency in a stronger position to plan
a sustainable future for the bay.

 

President's Message:

The Case for a Management Plan
By Steve Perrin

It is very hard to carry out our mission of protecting
the bay from degradation by responding to threats one-at-a-
time as they loom on the horizon. I prefer a more proactive
approach allowing Friends of Taunton Bay to prepare a
more effective response before such threats become

evident.
Last fall the Joint Marine Resources Committee of

the Maine Legislature considered several bills favoring
balanced use of our bays through bay management plans.
The Conservation Law  Foundation has formed a Bay
Management Coalition, of which FTB is a member. CLF
is drafting a white paper recommending establishment of
a marine planning and management program at the state
level. 

In that spirit, FTB is starting to work toward such
a plan through its new bay management plan committee,
currently  made up of Linda Welch, Frank Dorsey, Shep
Erhart, and myself. Rather than attempting to produce a
specific plan, the committee plans to propose a process
through which everyone concerned with the future of the
bay could take part in drafting a workable plan for the
Taunton Bay region.

 The committee will start by reviewing the Sea
Grant survey that Tracy Hart conducted last summer to
see what sorts of questions we might ask, and whom to
ask them of. Then we will gather local concerns about
issues, perhaps by convening focus groups or facilitated
gatherings. Too, the committee will summarize what is
already known about the bay, and find ways of filling gaps
in our knowledge through additional research. Our aim
would be to identify everyone's concerns, prioritize them,
and seek procedures for balancing them in a workable
plan.

However we do it, we must ensure the
sustainability of the ecosystems on which the human
economy depends. If we do that first and not as an
afterthought, then we may have a chance of realizing our
vision in practical terms, and of sharing that vision with
those who are to follow us. 

I invite everyone who reads these words to put
their vision for the future of Taunton Bay on paper in
some way, and then to forward that vision to me so our
committee can consider your vision in its thinking. I see
FTB as facilitating the development of a bay management
plan on behalf of the bay community—but not as owning
such a plan, which must belong to all of us so that we can
each do our part in making it work. 

Expressing some of these views at the second
meeting of the Maine Task Force on Aquaculture at the
Darling Center on September 4, I received a great deal of
encouragement. Our bay is small and easily delimited, the
number of stakeholders isn't overwhelming, the work is
challenging but not daunting, and FTB has already made

mailto:e-mail.............skarlson@acadia.net
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a good start by identifying research needs and helping Sea
Grant develop its community survey instrument. Ours is
exactly the sort of community that can take a hand in
drafting its own future. If we don’t rise to the occasion,
who, then, will draft our future for us?

Water  Quality Report
By Mary Lou Barker

First the bad news. Of the 16 regular sampling sites,
nine fail the standards for shellfish harvesting set by the
Department of Marine Resources, having an unacceptable
fecal coliform count. These and even some of the passing
stations showed periodic spikes, particularly after heavy
rains (such as occurred at the May 7 sampling). As a result,
DMR continues to post shellfish harvesting  closures at six
different areas in the bay.

The good news is, there were no new closures this
year. And, after several new septic systems went on line,
the spikes were not as numerous or as high as in previous
years. Furthermore, most of the failed areas involve inputs
from streams, and the closures cover relatively narrow
areas. The sites on the open stretches of the Taunton River
all tend to pass with flying colors, indicating that there is
enough dilution and flushing that the bad sites do not
contaminate the entire bay. 

Observations Around The Bay:
eOn August 28 three river otters swam past

Karlson’s Point in Franklin. 

                      A river otter plays in the shallows.
                                                       Photo by Sheila Karlson

eDeb de Moulpied of Hancock also saw an otter,
sunning itself on a rock off the Sullivan shore on Taunton
River. At the same time she spotted a large (12-14-inch

diameter) jellyfish, clear with a reddish center.
eAt   the  beginning of September Sheila Karlson

sighted a mature eagle on a large rock by the Franklin
shore and another mature eagle struggling in the water
with only its head visible. It  managed to get its wings out
of the water and by flapping them was able to move to a
partially submerged rock near the shore. It pulled itself
onto the rock, dragging a large black object up behind it.
It fed for 15 minutes until the tide rose over the rock. At
that stage the kill had been sufficiently demolished that the
eagle was able to fly a short distance to the larger rock
with the remains. As he flew it became apparent that the
kill was a cormorant as the head was swinging free. The
eagle left the remains of the kill on the larger rock for the
other eagle, presumably its mate.

     Two eagles on Karlson’s Point     Photo by Sheila Karlson

eSeveral persons in Hancock and Sullivan
reported seeing small vessel activity with flashlights on the
bay late at night. Lee Hudson of Frenchman’s Bay
Fisheries in Hancock says the sightings were of her (and
Heath Hudson's) workers hand-raking mussels in an
overnight effort to fill a surprise order. They prefer not to
work at night, but pushed themselves this time because
their boat has been out of commission much of the
summer.  The Hudsons provided an explanation for
another observation, this time by Liz Cenedella from
Burying Island and Gordon Peters of Hancock who saw
unusual boat activity after dark and in the fog on
September 4. The Hudson's vessel had radar problems and
got lost in the fog. It was dark before their rescue mission
was completed.

eAt our last summer meeting it was announced
that someone had found a bag of seaweed on the shore.
The bag of rockweed had been unintentionally left behind
by the Hudsons who harvest the rockweed for packing
shellfish and for clambakes. They would appreciate a call
(422-9914) if this should happen again.

eSeveral times on Burying Island in July and
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                          To contact FTB 
L  By phone ..............(207) 288-8240. 
L  e-mail address........earthling@acadia.net

L  mailing   address....P.O.  Box  585,  Bar Harbor  

                              Maine 04609-0585. 

August, Bob and Liz Cenedella saw an ermine, a brown
skinny creature about 12 inches long with a black-tipped
tail. The ermine, feisty, was not intimidated by either their
presence or that of  Roosevelt, their Scotty dog.

Only One Bird Count? 
By Sheila Karlson

Our fall bird report is based on only one survey
rather than the usual six. This is because Stan Skutek,  the
bird that counts, has flown the coop!

Stan has for the last few years conducted five of the
six surveys by himself. We assumed that he was doing the
same this year but, unknown to us, he was transferred to
Canaan Valley Wildlife Refuge in West Virginia in the
summer. Stan was always joined by FTB members for one
of the surveys which we conducted this year, a little late,
without him.

Birds observed
        

               Species Sep. 12

black-bellied plover     28

semi-palmated plover     36

greater yellowlegs      7

semi-palmated sandpiper      3

peep   100

cormorant     59

bald eagle       2

canada goose       7

willet       1

red breasted merganser       3

kingfisher       2

spotted snadpiper     23

osprey       2

great blue heron       2

bonaparte gull     14

ring billed gull       7

common tern       6

common loon       6

TOTAL  308

                                       
                                        Greater yellowlegs
                                                                                                                Photo by Sheila Kalson

                                  

Conducting the survey on September 12 were
Steve Perrin, Eugene and Anita TeHennepe, Sylvia and
Carl Johnson, Mary Lou Barker, Irene Oberman, Susan
Kelliher and Sheila Karlson. 

Multiple surveys are  meaningful because they
show us when the greatest number of birds are passing
through. Next year we plan to conduct at least four
surveys.

                  
                                      

mailto:earthling@acadia.net.
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Editors 
Pat Flagg and Sheila Karlson

Layout by Sheila Karlson

Friends of Taunton Bay Executive Committee
     President. . . . . . . . Steve Perrin

Vice-president. . . . . . . . Frank Dorsey
Treasurer. . . . . . . . Doug Kimmel
Secretary. . . . . . . . Pat Flagg

         Water Quality. . . . . . . .Mary Lou Barker
Membership. . . . . . . . Sheila Karlson

            Publications. . . . . . . . Pat Flagg & Sheila Karlson
Member-at-large. . . . . . . . Charlie Hodgson
Member-at-large. . . . . . . . Mark Herrington

     Member-at-large. .  . . . . . Shep Erhart
     Member-at-large. . .  . . . . Linda Welch

               Visit us on line at                              

        http://www.acadia.net/tauntonbay.

                     
                     
                     
                           

                                                        The Carrying Place in Hancock                    Photo by Sheila Karlson
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                                                                      Sharp-shinned hawk                Photo by Sheila Karlson


