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President’s Report 
By Steve Perrin

 The project year  already half gone, The Taunton
Bay Study, one of two funded by the State Planning
Office to research new ways to manage the nearshore
environment, is in full swing.(see page 3)

In other FTB projects, on April 26 I checked for
sonar signals from horseshoe crabs bearing transmitters
in Egypt Bay. The batteries were rated 14 months - by
then they had been in use for 23  months - so I did  not
expect  to pick  up any signals, but I did. Three different
transmitters came in loud and clear, and I subsequently

heard from two more. That was just Egypt Bay. Slade
Moore, formerly with the Department of Marine
Resources, (DMR) and I checked Hog Bay on May 5
where we heard from 11 of the original 13 transmitters.
As water temperature rose, transmitters began winking
out, but we were able to record two full years of data,
when we had expected half that amount. We finally
called the data-gathering phase of the tracking project
finished in early July.

Seth Barker at DMR arranged for another aerial
overflight of the bay on June 23 to check on the spread
and density of eelgrass after its 90% decline in 2001.

            Photo by Sheila Karlson

          Enough blueberries still grow on Wasgatt Point in Franklin to glow red in the fall. The point belongs to Pam 

          and Dennis Harmon who took out a conservation easement on the property in 1992.       
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     Photo by Steve Perrin

                                                A herd of seals sun themselves on rocks north of Hatch Point on August 18.

                                                                  Photo by Steve Perrin

The drifter used to map currents in the bay floats on  an 
incoming tide past the  Sullivan shore of Taunton River.

The resulting digital photo mosaic he produced showed
that a few healthy eelgrass beds persisted in lower
regions of the bay where Taunton River widens out, but
eelgrass in shallower and warmer regions was sparse at
best. Many causes for the sharp decline have been
offered: excess nitrogen, herbicide runoff, turbidity,
wasting disease, among others. 

I wonder if the problem is weather related. 2001
was the year of the worst drought on record in Maine.
1973, the year aerial photos show the thickest eelgrass
in the bay, was the year of the greatest spring runoff.
Locally, within the past 30 years, oaks have come in
where spruce and fir woods formerly stood: they prefer
a warmer climate than conifers. Perhaps our eelgrass
decline is an early symptom of a global climate trend
toward warmer conditions.

This year for the first time, I have tried to
estimate the harbor seal population of Taunton Bay, and
to get a sense of the habitats where  this species of
marine mammal is to be found at different times of year.
Though one or two seals reside year-long in the bay,
riding on ice floes and coming up for air in pools free of
ice in winter months, the population surges in early
April, and pupping takes place in May and June. Most
pups are born on the ledge west of Burying Island,
which I have always heard called Burying Island Ledge.
On May 31, I photographed 42 seals on the ledge,
including 24 adults, 13 pups, and five whose relative
maturity I could not determine. When pups are weaned,
the mothers separate themselves, leaving the pups to
form a cohort that learns to fend for itself. On July 20,
I photographed 57 seals on the rocks north of Hatch
Point. I had just come from Hog Bay where I had seen
several seals, so I believe there were at least 65 seals in
the bay at that time, and possibly more. Tracking
horseshoe crabs in November, I have often found five or

six seals hauled out near Round Island at the entrance
to Hog Bay. I would be glad to hear from anyone who
can shed light on the behavior and numbers of this local
harbor seal population.

Drifter studies this year suggest there are at least
two distinct flushing regimes in the bay, with the
dividing line between them running roughly from Julius
Darling Point south into Creasy Cove east of Hatch
Point. Between Tidal Falls and that line, the bay flushes
well; from that line to East Franklin, the water appears
to slosh back and forth, only gradually mixing with
water south and west of the line. What surprises me
most about this research is that these flushing regimes
appear to be independent of the phase of the moon and
height of the tide. Higher tides don't appear to drive the
drifter farther into the bay; rather, they float it higher as
the surface level rises due to the additional volume of
water. 
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          Photo by Steve Perrin

An adult bald eagle perches near its nest on Burying
Island. This nest produced the only young eagle to fledge

on Taunton Bay in 2005.

I have not been able to determine whether there
is a similar boundary line in Egypt Bay (so far I have
been unable to coax a drifter to enter Egypt Bay from a
low tide start at Tidal Falls).

And finally, how many lobster/crab buoys would
you say there are in Taunton Bay? Yes, the count varies
with the time of year. But looking for a convenient
gauge of the effort put into catching crustaceans in the
bay, I counted approximately 283 buoys on June 21, and
535 on July 29. If you get a different count, I’d be happy
to hear about it.

Spring Weather Unkind to Eagles
By Pat Flagg

 Eagles fared even worse this spring than the

humans who couldn't plant their gardens because of
sustained rainy weather. Eagles, trying to breed and start
new families, "had a lousy year," according to Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife biologist Charlie Todd, "especially
in coastal areas."

Although April, when snowstorms may still
occur, is usually the month in which eagles are the most
vulnerable, Todd says, the culprit this year was May.

Coastal birds tend to lay their eggs about two
weeks earlier than inland birds, and by May most eagles
are on their eggs. As Todd notes, "Once they've laid
their eggs, there's no going back. And this year in the
Bangor area we had 24 days of precipitation in May.  It
was just bad timing."

In a June flyover, IFW found only two eagle

offspring in the Taunton Bay area. One eaglet was
spotted on Burying Island and one in a nest on Skillings
River. The Burying Island eagles nested this year in an
alternate nest about 150 yards from the one they have
called home for a number of years. (Sometimes eagles
return to an old nest seemingly abandoned, Todd points
out.)

In addition to these two productive sites, the
Taunton Bay area includes two nesting sites on Butler
Point and one on Buckskin Island, both in Franklin, a
second nest on Skillings River in Hancock and one at
Tidal Falls, none of which saw eaglets this year. IFW
usually includes seven sites in the Taunton Bay area
report. This year, however, since there were no signs of
activity at the Tidal Falls site, the agency dropped the
site from its report, reducing the number of nesting
sites on Taunton Bay to six.

Todd, involved with bald eagle research,
population management and habitat protection for 28
years, tracks the number of eagle "households" as well
as the eaglet count. This year's count, a predictor of the
future, he says, will be reflected in the number of
nesting sites five years from now.

Eagles fared better statewide than in Taunton
Bay. The number of pairs of nesting eagles statewide
was 382 pairs, ten percent above that of last year.

"We're a long way from where we started 30
years ago," says Todd. By the early 1970s the eagle
population in Maine had declined to fewer than 30
pairs. When Todd first came to Maine in the mid-70s,
there were less than 10 pairs of eagles in Hancock
County. Last year there were 100 pairs. "But I wouldn't
want a lot of years like this one in coastal areas. That
might reverse the trend."

In 1996 eagles in Maine were reclassified from
an endangered species to a threatened species. 

Overview of the Taunton Bay Study
By Frank Dorsey

The study is organized into five work groups:
E c o n o mic s ,  G o v e r n a n c e ,  I n d i c a t o r s ,
Mapping/Information and Outreach, coordinated by
monthly meetings of work group representatives.
Overall policy and budget decisions are made by the
Friends of Taunton Bay Executive Committee.

Coordinating Committee participants
representing the five Taunton Bay Study workgroups
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                                                                    Photo by Steve Perrin

Meeting of the Governance Working Group of the Taunton
Bay management pilot project at Tidal Falls. Seated around
the tables (from upper left): Lauren Alnwick-Pfund, Caroline
Pryor, Lee Hudson, Barb Welch, Heath Hudson.

met roughly monthly to report on completed, in-
progress and planned activities, thus keeping mutually
informed on the entire project and avoiding duplication
of effort. The group met in Hancock seven times
between March and October with a total attendance of
46 from 19 distinct attendees. Meetings totaled about
130 hours of person time exclusive of travel from as far
as Deer Isle and Augusta. Attendees came from ten
towns and at least 14 organizations. The group has
expertise in mapping, land conservation, economics,
several fisheries, statistics, local history, biology, water
quality, organizational change, meeting facilitation,
photography, mediation and other study-related fields.
Attendees reported back to their own work groups and
to the State so that all interested parties were fully aware
of activities. The Coordinating Committee also
suggested policies to the Friends of Taunton Bay
Executive Committee, leading to the following executive
committee-approved policies for the Study’s
confidentiality and publications

Confidentiality: All materials or information
provided to the Taunton Bay Study will be considered
public information. It is an obligation of each person in
the study to make this known to interviewees.

Publications: Taunton Bay Study draft reports
and State of Maine deliverables will be circulated to the
appropriate group(s) in time for a one-week period for
comments to the author(s). All comments will be
acknowledged, and if not incorporated in the report,
minority reports and/or comments will be included if
submitted within one week of acknowledgment.

Work Group Reports:
Economics: By Frank Dorsey

Barbara S. Arter, environmental consultant from
Steuben, completed a draft of her report, Economic
Analysis of the Fisheries and Marine Resources of
Taunton Bay, and circulated it for project internal
review. In spite of a paucity of Taunton Bay-level data
about fisheries, Arter was able to obtain an estimate of
the yield of Taunton Bay fisheries and other marine
resources of between four and ten million dollars per
year. A final report will be available by mid-November.

Governance: By Steve Perrin

On September 1, five project members (Frank
Dorsey, Lee Hudson, Steve Perrin, Caroline Pryor and

Barb Welch) met in Augusta with representatives of
five state agencies to promote communication between
state and local efforts related to the Taunton Bay pilot
project. Senator Dennis Damon also attended the
meeting, as did representatives of the Muscongus Bay
pilot project, and Jane McCloskey of the East
Penobscot Bay Environmental Alliance. 

The charge of the Governance Working Group
is to “develop and evaluate a range of decision-making
structures, and propose ways of incorporating local
ecosystem information into a revised bay management
structure agreeable to a majority of user groups.” In
addition, it is to consider ways to resolve conflicts
among users, and bring new information and a diversity
of perspectives to bear on management issues.

The Governance group has been exploring a set
of principles to guide it in coming up with the changes
it is going to recommend be made to the current
management system. Once it produces a set of draft
principles, the group will seek input from bay users
(stakeholders), and then propose the revised principles
be adopted as a means of encouraging broad local
participation in an ecosystem-based management
process.

All interested parties are invited to the
Governance Working Group workshop  for  project
participants on Monday November 7, 6:00 -  8:30 p.m.,
at the Hancock Community Center. 
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                                                           Photo by Sheila Karlson

Red fox, seen here running through Sheila Karlson’s
garden in August

Indicators: By Steve Perrin

       In April and May, this group proposed a set of 25
indicators of the short- and long-term health of the bay.
These included four species of special concern
(horseshoe crabs in Hog and Egypt Bays, harbor seals,
shorebirds, eagles); four indicators of ecosystem
structure & function (eelgrass spread and density,
benthic invertebrates, clam growth and predation,
commercial landings); three toxicology indicators
(mussel assay, fecal coliform bacteria, phytoplankton);
eight of physical conditions (weather, dissolved oxygen,
transparency, surface temperature, bottom temperature,
etc.); two of watershed concerns (buffers of native
vegetation, septic systems); and three other indicators
(oyster set, invasive species, ecohistory narrative). Five
indicators (eelgrass, invertebrates, weather, eagles, fecal
coliform) are being monitored by outside groups, which
will make their findings available to the project. For
various reasons, five of the 25 indicators are not being
monitored this year (clam growth, dissolved oxygen,
commercial landings, mussel assay, nitrogen); several
will be included in the monitoring plan for next year.
Findings from monitoring the remaining 20 indicators
will be shared with bay stakeholders in the project report
to be issued in April 2006.

Mapping/Information: By Steve Perrin

A quarter of the project budget is dedicated to
procuring mapping services from the Geographic
Information System (GIS) Lab at College of the Atlantic
in Bar Harbor. The project base map, included as an
insert in the spring 2005 Newsletter, is an example of
what the lab can provide. Now that classes have
resumed for the fall, lab director Gordon Longsworth
expects to start compiling an index of spatial information
available to the project from the Maine Office of GIS,
Department of Marine Resources, “Beginning with
Habitat”, and other sources of data. Then Gordon and
Steve Perrin will work together to select appropriate
information layers to combine as individual maps for the
project. These will include: water resources, harvesting
areas, wildlife habitat, land areas suitable for
development (based on soils data), and other maps.
Draft maps have been prepared this summer for seal
haulouts, drifter studies which show currents in the bay,
clam and lobster buoy locations, and horseshoe crab
habitat areas.

Outreach: By Lee Hudson

This fall we are looking forward to promoting
and facilitating a series of three public meetings: a panel
discussion with local fishermen, a tour of the University
of Maine Center for Cooperative Aquaculture Research

with a question and answer session with their staff,  and
a second "town meeting" where the public is invited to
share their thoughts on bay management. We hope to
see you there.

Creatures Around the Bay:

The Red Fox,  Vulpes vulpes
By Mary Lou Barker

Probably everybody who lives around Taunton
Bay has a favorite fox story. Mine is about the time I
looked out the back window and saw my ginger cat,
Redburn,  keeping vigil over a chipmunk hole at the
corner of the house. Suddenly Redburn flattened in a
defensive position. Around the corner of the house
strolled a red fox, passing within a foot of the cat but
only acknowledging him with a sniff to the air above his
head. I poised for preemptive yelling and banging, but
the fox just settled on a pile of rocks about 15 feet from
Redburn and began casually scratching, licking and
generally grooming himself. Redburn relaxed and went
back to his vigil. The two had obviously met before and
had an understanding. 

Although red foxes can occasionally be spotted
with their lush red or gold coats gleaming in the
sunlight, the tracks in the snow each morning show
how much more activity goes on at night.  The foxes
form small hierarchical packs in areas where their
numbers are concentrated in small ranges, but in our
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                                                            Photo by Sheila Karlson

A lone fishing boat enjoys the calm of a fall morning
on Taunton Bay

area they are probably fairly solitary, forming nuclear
family groups only for breeding and raising young. 

Both males and females prepare a burrow in the
ground where five to ten pups will be born in the spring
and both will bring food to the pups. (Rarely, of course,
does the full litter make it to adulthood.) 

Foxes are omnivores, eating berries, insects,
carrion and human castoffs, almost anything that comes
their way. However, their principle food is small
mammals such as meadow voles and mice.  Now  to
the question many readers are asking: do foxes kill cats?
Although no doubt there are rare instances of this
happening, especially to unprotected kittens, neither of
my guides listed cats among the fox’s prey. Indeed,
Cynthia Perkins once saw her cat in hot pursuit of a fox
whom it chased up the long driveway and out of sight.
It seems likely that a fox would have to be desperately
hungry and a bit crazy to tackle a predator who is
potentially dangerous and (at least in the above  two
cases) probably outweighs him. 
 references:

Stokes Guide to Animal Tracking and Behavior by Donald and
Lillian Stokes, Little, Brown and Company, 1986.
The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Mammals
by John O. Whitaker, Jr., Alfred Knopf, 1980.

Dragging Moratorium Extended:
Not Everyone Happy

 By Pat Flagg

In May the State Legislature extended the
moratorium on dragging in Taunton Bay through June
2008 and also enacted an amendment extending the
banned area beyond the Hancock/Sullivan Bridge to
Tidal Falls. On May 20 the Governor signed emergency
legislation that made the bill effective immediately.

Frenchmans Bay Fisheries owner Heath Hudson,
whose family has fished the area for three generations,
has contested the legitimacy of the ban amendment. He
e-mailed his concerns on September 26 to Senator
Dennis Damon, sponsor of the amendment, and sent
copies to members of the Friends of Taunton Bay
executive committee. Hudson wrote to the Senator that
rather than extending the banned area by 100 yards
beyond the bridge as Damon represented to the Senate,
the amendment actually increased the area by 1500
yards. The extended, no-dragging area,  now 1500-yard
long by 750-yard wide, encompasses two productive
mussel beds, Hudson claimed. 

Hudson said that he had planned on dragging
for mussels in the now banned area this summer and fall
season. Dragging is a safer and more practicable
harvesting method, he said, than the hand harvesting he
has been conducting in Taunton Bay. The sudden and
unexpected ban "devastated" his business, he said.

Hudson also claimed that FTB President Steve
Perrin misrepresented FTB as being in full support of
the area expansion. He cited FTB board minutes,
March 18, 2004, which said  Perrin told the board he
had written Damon in support of a DMR report, adding
on his own initiative that he would like the banned area
extended beyond the bridge and to include a ban on
hand harvesting. Board members  directed Perrin to
"drop the extras" in communicating with membership
and the Department of Marine Resources Commission.

Hudson asked Senator Damon to propose
repeal of the amendment "at the next possible
opportunity."

In an e-mail response to Frenchmans Bay
Fisheries (with copies to Senator Damon and the FTB
board) Perrin did not address Hudson's particular
charges, and instead claimed that they were creating
"an atmosphere of fiery emotions" and advocated
"proceeding on the basis of mutual respect and
consideration." Perrin  said that he and Heath Hudson's
wife Lee, an FTB board member, have been at odds
since April over a private matter and that he thought
that "the proximate cause" for Hudson's e-mail to
Senator Damon was that the Hudsons recently received
a letter from Perrins's attorney regarding this matter.

In an Oct. 3 phone call Senator Damon said he
has found that "in the Legislature every issue has at
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                                                    Photo by Sheila Karlson

Even this small dead tree in the Karlson’s yard is
used as a favorite  perch by humming birds through
the summer months.

least two sides" and that someone will disagree with or
be disappointed by any decision or action he takes. He
said his support of extending the dragging moratorium
and at the same time leaving open the possibility of
experimental harvesting for research was based on
science, reports and testimony before the Joint Standing
Committee on Marine Resources. Damon said that even
without Steve Perrin's advocacy for extending the
banned area, he would have supported that part of the
amendment. "It makes imminent sense to me that in
defining limits to the bay, geology is more important
than the artificial, manmade boundary that we used to
call The Singing Bridge," stated Damon.

Doug Kimmel, FTB board member, noted that
"This dispute reflects the essence of why our state-
funded project is of vital importance to Taunton Bay.
There are multiple stakeholders around its shores, with
conflicting interests and priorities.”

Woodman, Spare That Dead Tree!
By Mary Lou Barker

Isn't it nice when the environmentally correct
thing to do is also the easiest thing to do? Our neighbor
used to make us feel slovenly because we didn't clear out
all the dead trees and "snags" from our peripheral
woods. Then a magazine article raised our
consciousness about how important dead trees are to
wildlife.

Owls, woodpeckers and flying squirrels are just
a few of the creatures who use them for nest sites, and
many more depend on the insects that feed on the dead
wood. Even fallen logs provide food and shelter. In
today's increasingly suburban, and "tidy" landscape, dead
trees are harder and harder to come by.

Therefore, if they do not pose an active threat
to life and property, dead trees should be allowed to
stand whenever possible. Remember, what's a "widow
maker" to us may be "home-sweet-home" to somebody
else. 

Dragging Allegations Addressed   
     By Pat Flagg

Rumors of dragging for mussels in Taunton Bay
continue to surface even while a legislative ban against
such harvesting exists. The alleged sightings sometimes
name a particular vessel, the Miss Daisy.
           The fishing vessel Miss Daisy  belongs to Heath
and Lee Hudson of Frenchmans Bay Fisheries. Heath,
a third generation fisherman, and Lee together have

                                                              Photo by Steve Perrin

At low tide, Hog Bay oyster farm operator Mike Briggs
examines a rock on which oyster spat are thought likely
to set should conditions favor spawning during summer
months. Eight different rocks have been selected as
monitoring sites. Mike and Steve Perrin will monitor
each rock for oyster set later in the fall.
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                                                             Photo by Steve Perrin

Lauren Alnwick-Pfund, FTB project assistant, looks for
Asian shore crabs during invasive species monitoring
training in Egypt Bay on July 12. None found.

harvested seaweed, mussels and other marine organisms
for ten years. They say that they have not dragged in
Taunton Bay since the ban has been in effect, although
they occasionally drag in other areas. The Miss Daisy
and her crew do, however, hand harvest mussels in the
bay, using apparatus and procedures that may appear to
some to resemble a dragging operation.
         Heath explains that he hand harvests into a skiff
and then shovels mussels into a cage or washer attached
to his boat. He closes the washer door, lowers the
washer into the water and drives the boat in sometimes
tight circles while the mussels are washed and sprayed
with hydraulic pressure from the propeller. The process
redistributes seed mussels on the bottom along with
whatever else fits between the bars of the cage.

After the lengthy washing period, the arm lifts
the cage and rotates it for visual inspection, then dumps
the contents onto a large table on the deck. Here,
mussels are hand sorted, broken and dead mussels
thrown out, as well as what doesn't meet shell size and
appearance standards.

Theirs is now the only boat that hand harvests
mussels in Taunton Bay, say the Hudsons. Another
company hand harvested briefly during the initial
moratorium, but decided the time-consuming, physically
demanding process was not worth the effort. 

The Hudsons portray themselves as  "the new
age of fishermen," championing "sustainable fisheries
and adaptive management." They supported and
participated in DMR research and dragging experiment
in Taunton Bay, holding off hand harvesting until the
experiment was finished.

Heath Hudson admits to being disappointed that
he is sometimes perceived not as a concerned fisherman,
but one whose boat creates a lot of noise and black
smoke. Parts of his operation are "louder than anyone
would like," he says, adding that improvements take a
lot of money. He's currently waiting for delivery of an
expensive new muffler. 

Lee Hudson, a member of the FTB executive
committee, says she likes learning what others are
thinking, including the "misperceptions of what we're
doing.” 

"One of my goals on the board," she says, "is
working toward conflict resolution by addressing what
people are hearing and seeing." She hopes the Taunton
Bay study program will include a procedure for doing

this.

Observations Around the Bay:
eDan Warford, sitting on the Hancock shore of
Taunton Bay  on June 9 at noontime when the tide was
just about full, saw a whale. It was like "a black
Volkswagen rising from the water. The whale rose only
once," Dan said, " but it was an awesome sight."

eAlthough no  Asian shore crabs, a new invasive
species, have been found yet in Taunton Bay, David

Delaney, who led the July 12 search in the bay, reports
that his team did find the crab on Schoodic Peninsula.
It  leapt from Isle au Haut to Frenchman Bay this year
says Delaney. Steve Perrin notes that this new invasive
species drives out green crabs, which it out-competes,
and dines on small clams and mussels.

eAl  and Joyce Chaplowe, who live on Georges Pond,
were visited this summer by a bear. It climbed onto
their deck which is eight feet high and has no easy
access!

eAlso on Georges Pond, at the end of August, Ruth
and John Richardson saw 10 loons swimming together.

eGeorges Pond continued to be a busy wild life spot in
August as Loraine Scheyer and Dana Shaw spotted a
bobcat.

eSteve Perrin said black ducks were relatively scarce
on the bay this summer, adding that since they eat
periwinkles plucked from the blades of eelgrass which
is in short supply, it follows that the ducks would be
rare. While conducting a drifter study on July 21,
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                                                                   Photo by Pat Flagg

COA grad Lauren Alnwick-Pfund  listens as people tell

her their hopes and concerns about Taunton Bay. 

shortly after low tide, he came across a flock of  over
100 black ducks north of Evergreen Point. They were
dabbling on one of the few relatively dense eelgrass beds
that remain in the lower bay.

eFrom transparency studies, the water of the bay turns
out to be markedly clearer now than it has been for three
years. Recently, the bottom has been obscured by
turbidity, but earlier this year you could see down 11.5
to 13 feet. Perrin, who has measured the transparency
on a weekly basis, isn't sure why the water should be
clearer this year.

She Brings a New Voice to FTB
By Pat Flagg

Lauren Alnwick-Pfund, who received a degree
in human ecology from College of the Atlantic in June,
worked on the Taunton Bay Study for her COA senior
project. Now as a volunteer with Maine Conservation
Corps, she continues working on the study out of the
FTB office at Tamarack Place.

Lauren finds interviewing people for the Taunton
Bay study "incredibly rewarding."

She considers listening and engaging in dialogue
to be a more effective problem-solver than setting up
programs or making and enforcing regulations. "When
has any undesirable behavior been eliminated by passing
a law against it?" she asks. 

Citing author Daniel Quinn as inspiration, she
also quotes Buckminster Fuller: "You never change
things by fighting the existing reality. To change
something, build a new model that makes the existing
model obsolete."
            Changing what we think leads to changing what
we do, Lauren suggests,  and considers it the
responsibility of all of us to engage in dialogue with the
people around us. "We need to ask ourselves, 'What can
I do to change the world within my sphere of
influence?'"

As much as Lauren believes we need a new
model for finding a sustainable lifestyle, she does not
lecture the people she interviews for the study. She may
share an opinion here and there, but mostly she listens
and considers herself lucky to be hearing new points of
view. A new vision involves a new paradigm, she says.
There is no one right way for people to live. Solving
problems involves a process, not an agenda.

"I think Taunton Bay is a microcosm for what is

happening globally," Lauren says. 'I think the
polarization of humans and the environment is a false
dichotomy."

She believes that a new paradigm will occur
incrementally as more people recognize there is no

separation between humans and the environment. She
particularly likes an avowed goal of the Taunton Bay
study to set up small groups for dialogue between
stakeholders such as wormers and property owners.
"Let's get to it!" she urges. 

Besides interviewing, Lauren's job with FTB
involves attending FTB meetings, organizing files and
conducting Internet research. Her work will end at
Thanksgiving at which time she will submit a report for
the bay study. She doesn't know what it will entail yet -
she's still listening and learning. And she would like
very much to hear from anyone wishing to be heard or
engage in dialogue about Taunton Bay.

E-mail Lauren at lalnwick-pfund@coa.edu or
phone 422-9500.
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                   Photo by Steve Perrin

          Michael Good

Honorary Memberships Awarded
Pat Flagg and Mary Lou Barker, retired
members of the executive committee, were
presented with lifetime honorary memberships
this July in recognition of their many years of

service to Friends of Taunton Bay.        

Bird Counts Show a Decline
By Steve Perrin

Michael Good led
two bird counts this
summer. His data show a
marked decline  in
sho r e b ir d  number s
compared to flocks of
thousands of birds seen in
the 1980s. Semipalmated
sandpipers feed on mud
s h r imp ,  C o r o p h i u m
volutator, which abound on flats in the Gulf of Maine.
Or used to. Any human activities altering the surface of
the mud would directly affect the habitat of the mud
shrimp, and impact habitats frequented by migrating
shorebirds looking for calories to fuel their flight to the
Caribbean. As Stan Skutek showed in the fall 2002
Newsletter, shorebird numbers vary widely day-to-day
as birds migrate through the area. Since shorebirds range
between arctic tundra and tropical wetlands, they are
affected by changing conditions anywhere along their
route. This year’s counts indicate a decline, but are not
proof that altered conditions in Taunton Bay are even
partly responsible.

Species
July 31,

2005
August

13, 2005
Totals

Double-crested
Cormorant

28 23 51

Great Blue Heron - 5 5

American Bald Eagle 2 2 4

Black-bellied Plover 32 137 169

Semipalmated Plover 125 62 187

Greater Yellowlegs 14 40 54

Semipalmated
Sandpiper

75 20 95

Peep (too small to ID) 70 206 276

Bonaparte’s Gull 7 13 20

Ring-billed Gull 49 104 153

Herring Gull 92 17 109

Great Black-backed
Gull

1 1 2

Common Tern 38 24 62

American Crow 3 6 9

N. Rough-winged
Swallow

4 - 4

Cedar Waxwing - 15 15

Song Sparrow - 2 2

American Goldfinch - 5 5

Total 540 682 1,222

                                                                 Photo by Steve Perrin

This shoreline bank on Burying Island has receded four
to five feet in the past 50 years due to erosion. Recent
satellite data indicate that the rate of sea level rise has
accelerated two-and-a-half times in the past decade, from
four-tenths of an inch to a full inch every ten years. This
appears to be the reason erosion is now so generally
evident throughout Taunton Bay.
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A Mystery Solved
 By Frank Dorsey

          Paddling back from upper Hog Bay toward Shipyard Point at dusk in August, my wife Mary Beth and I saw
what can best be described as an area of turbulent water off Shipyard Point. That is not a totally unusual event during
a strong outgoing tide because rock jetty remnants from the shipyard still cause an upwelling riffle which sounds like
white-water from a hundred yards away. This night, though, in spite of near darkness, we could see a bigger than
usual disturbance and hear distinct splashes of large fish jumping. As we got to the area our best guess at the cause
was bigger fish chasing supper. A definitive explanation remained a mystery. 

In September, at mid-day, as we walked down Shipyard Point to launch kayaks, similar turbulence was
swirling about 15 yards off shore, exactly where the prior mystery was observed. The turbulence persisted for
perhaps a minute before the cause appeared. A good-sized harbor seal showed most of its body and went back under
in pursuit of Sunday dinner. No monsters after all.

         
                               
                      

        
         

           
                           
                                                                                                                                                                   Photo by Sheila Karlson

             Cormorants and a lone Greater yellow legs rest on the rocks by the Franklin shore. This
             rocky end of the Karlson’s Point of View is a favorite resting area for many birds 

  including gulls , ducks, kingfishers, sand pipers and eagles.
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