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Monitoring Efforts Continue
By Steve Perrin

Eelgrass is coming back in some areas, two
eagle pairs fledged a total of four eaglets in July,
shorebirds (mostly sandpipers and plovers) are still
sparse, and shore erosion is pronounced after two
recent storms. Altogether, 2007 is a mixed year for
indications of the ecological integrity of Taunton Bay.

Michael Good of Downeast Nature Tours
counted 818 shorebirds in Hog Bay at low tide on
August 13, and another 730 two weeks later on
August 29. These are good numbers for recent
surveys, but they pale in comparison to counts and
estimates from the mid-1980s. A variety of shorebirds

are in the area from mid-July through mid-September,
including black-bellied and semipalmated plovers,
yellowleg species, least sandpipers, a few
semipalmated sandpipers, along with other low-tide
feeders. First, a wave of females migrates from their
breeding grounds near Hudson Bay, followed by their
mates, and then in a few weeks by the young they have
produced. Shorebirds stopover in the bay during a
two-month period from mid-July to mid-September to
replenish fat stores needed for their further migration
southward to wintering grounds in South America.
See bird count chart on page 7.

Off Hatch Point, eelgrass is more plentiful than
it has been in recent years, as it is out from the two

                                                                                                                           Photo By Steve Perrin

Semipalmated Plovers visit Taunton Bay from mid-July through mid-September. 
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land-based aquaculture facilities in Franklin, and
throughout much of Egypt Bay. ( See photo of Hatch
Point below.)  A 36-minute aerial overflight on August
14 revealed eelgrass even making a showing in Hog
Bay. But as yet there are no signs of eelgrass recovery
either east or west of Burying Island, where it has
often been plentiful.

Waves, rain, and wind on October 27, 2006,
and again within six months on April 17 this year,
caused significant shoreline erosion at the time of high
tide. The scars are evident on exposed bluffs and
beaches around the bay. Turf and banks have been
undercut, trees are less securely rooted, and soil is
washing onto beaches. Steve Perrin has built a
collection of some 400 reference photographs of
erosion-prone areas over the past three years. The
time-lapse effect achieved in some series shows clearly
that erosion is a growing feature of, and problem in,
Taunton Bay.

Photo taken by
Steve Perrin on
August 10, 2005

Photo by Steve
Perrin, of the
same rock, on
May 10, 2007

This year DMR has standardized its
phytoplankton monitoring protocol to make it more
quantitative. Steve Perrin has found the new
procedure to be not only difficult to perform in a small
boat on open water, but even dangerous (he almost
fell overboard while standing to measure out his
sample). He decided to discontinue phytoplankton
monitoring in Taunton Bay.

Another problem is the construction of housing
in the watershed and along the shore without making
sure adequate buffers of native plants, shrubs, and
trees are in place to protect the bay from an inevitable
influx of pollution. In some cases, buffers already in
place are cut or thinned, reducing their effectiveness.
The practice of grandfathering land uses that pre-date
shoreland zoning might suggest to some they are free
to conform or not as they wish. In the end it is the bay
that pays for the resultant pollution, along with its
stakeholders such as fish and wildlife species
dependent on clean water for their health and survival.

Grand Opening of
Taunton Bay Education Center

By Doug Kimmel

Maps and reports from the Taunton Bay Study
were put on display when the new education center in
Hancock opened on July 14. It is supported in part by
a grant from the Maine Community Foundation to the
Friends of Taunton Bay and is located at Tamarack
Place, across from the post office on US Route 1 in
Hancock.

Steve Perrin and Lois Johnson have been
sorting the resource materials and plans to index them
to make all the information gathered over several years
available to the public. Historical societies in Franklin,
Hancock, and Sullivan have contributed photographs.
Pam Harmon had created an exhibit on the tides of
Taunton Bay. Shep Erhart has a display from his sea
vegetable business. Katie and Pete Pattee have
donated an old fashioned wooden lobster trap with a
curved top. The Gilley Museum in Southwest Harbor
has loaned a wood carving of a loon. There are
horseshoe crab shells of various sizes and other bay-
related items to examine.

A major attraction recently was the lecture by
Joseph Kelley on the Geology of Taunton Bay to a
standing-room only crowd. The Friday night lecture
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series included Barbara Arter on the Economics of
Taunton Bay Fisheries, Charles Todd on the Eagles of
Taunton Bay, Steve Perrin on the Indicators of Health
of the Bay, and Lindsey Tudor on the Shorebirds of
Taunton Bay during September and October.

                                             Photo By Steve Perrin

           TBEC opened its doors on July 14 this year.

Lois Johnson, Doug Kimmel, William Peake,
Steve Perrin, Ed Petz, and Philip Winograd have been
volunteering to keep the center open to the public two
and a half days a week through September. 

The Center plans to hold several open house
events and educational programs for local teachers and
students during the fall and winter. Winter hours are
by appointment; contact ftb@downeast.net for more
information, to volunteer, or to schedule a visit.

2007 Horseshoe Crab Study:
Preliminary Results  

By Sue Schaller

The 2007 season was the seventh year of
tagging horseshoe crabs at Shipyard Point, led by Sue
Schaller, Shari LaTulippe and Gary Blazon with the
help of Chris Wiebusch, Tricia Brauner, Penny Altman
and Phoebe Herrington.  

A total of 1477 observations was collected on
993 individuals, of which 358 were females and 635
were males. Many animals attend the spawning
shoreline on more than one tide.  Of the individuals
seen this season, 245 were newly tagged females and
403 were newly tagged males.  The remaining 113
females and 232 males were individuals tagged in the
prior six years and comprised 35% of the individuals
seen this summer.  The number of animals seen each

season continues to vary widely, some of which can be
explained by variation in weather conditions from year
to year, and some of which is not yet fully understood.

Many thanks to the Board for their continued
support of this work, to Shari LaTulippe for leading
the field work, to Gary Blazon for moving the data
into a database, and to Frank and Mary Beth Dorsey
for hosting the project.  We will be looking for two or
three volunteers for the 2008 season who could help
record data.  If you are interested, please contact Sue
at HorseshoeCrabs@aol.com.  Volunteers are always
needed to walk the shoreline of Taunton Bay in search
of animals or shells on the shoreline with tags on them.

Eagle Report
By Steve Perrin

State wildlife biologist Charlie Todd reports
that of the five pairs of eagles with nests on the shores
of Taunton Bay, four actively nested in 2007. Two
nests produced no young while the other two
produced two eaglets apiece for a total of four eaglets
from the four nests. This is a remarkable result in
comparison to 2006 in which no eaglets survived on
the bay.

The nesting territory on the east slope of
Butler Point was unoccupied even though the pair was
in the vicinity. The pairs on Round Island and at Falls
Point actively nested, but without success. The other
pair on Butler Point and the pair on Burying Island
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each fledged two eaglets.

                                           Photo By Steve Perrin

                   Young eagle on nest, August 2007

The nearby pair of eagles nesting on Hills
Island successfully fledged one eaglet. In the larger
picture, 71 eagle pairs actively nested in Hancock
County in 2007, with a total of 359 throughout Maine
(compared to 414 in 2006).

                             Photo By Steve Perrin

                              Charlie Todd

Todd reports that two storms, on April 5 and
16,  caused widespread nest loss and breeding failure
in Maine. Overall, 370 nests yielded 240 eaglets,
averaging out to each pair producing 0.65 eaglet.
“This is about 15% worse than normal,” Todd says,
“but is not threatening to Maine’s robust eagle
population.” 

Obserations Around the Bay:
eRuth Torrey had a special treat on July 4 when,
around 3 pm.  She saw a large Egret flying close to
her home on Shipyard Point in Franklin. She had a
clear view of the black legs and feet of this large white
member of the heron family which identified it as the
Common Egret, very rare in Maine.

eMike Briggs gives this report of activity around his
floating Oyster nursery.

I don't know if any of you have been out
around my nursery site this year or not, but if you have
you'll have noticed a big increase in the bird population
that now occupies it.  The sandpiper population is
much larger this year.  The other day I estimated an
average (conservative) of five to six birds per bag on
200-250 bags, placing the total number over 1000.
For the first time this year I've also had the larger birds
with the long beaks. (Yellowlegs?)  They seem to be
feeding on a strange 'stick-like' creature and some type
of small shrimp that are exposed when I flip the bags.
When I take bags out of the water and leave them in
the boat, the next day the floor is covered with the tiny
shrimp.

I've also had an big increase in the small gull
population.  When I flip the bags I shake them to
knock away the algae, mud, etc. that accumulates in
them.  In doing so, it sends the shrimp and who knows
what else, spreading down into the water column.
Thousands of small herring can be seen having a
feeding frenzy with all the food that it presents.  The
herring seem to hang around the bags all day.  The
numbers are now dropping off, as are the gulls.  There
are two (at least) different types of small gulls that
feed on them.  I think one variety is the Bonaparte's
Gull.  Many times I've seen one of  them catch a
herring and give it to another one.  It's really
interesting to watch.  I'd like to think it's the male
giving it to the female...but, who knows!

For the first time, I've seen two juvenile bald
eagles together on Buckskin (Round) Island.  One was
sitting low in a tree and the other on a rock near the
high water mark.

eAbout 7:30 pm on June 30 Gene TeHennepe ,of
Franklin, was just finishing dishes, looked up, and saw
two bears outside the kitchen window. “I darned near
fell over,” says TeHennepe.  
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                                              Photo By Anita TeHennepe

One of them was a bit bigger than the other,
but both were full grown. The feeder was pulled down
a couple of nights before, reported Gene, bending a
half-inch steel rod right down to the ground. A tube
feeder, not shown in the photo, is forty inches above
the ground, and the top of the bears' head was a
couple of inches higher than that - a pretty good sized
critter. Gene’s wife, Anita, snapped several photos.

eIn mid September Sheila Karlson was cleaning up
her garden and collected  a large basket of weeds. As
she carried the basket to the compost pile a movement
caught her eye. A very large exotic looking spider was
crawling out of the weeds. With the help of an insect
book the spider was identified as a Shamrock Spider.
The low lying webs described in the book were also a

                                                                            Photo By Sheila Karlson

                                Shamrock Spider

match to the numerous ones frequently found
scattered across the front meadow at Karlson’s
property in Franklin. 

eOn September 17 Karlson was lucky enough to see
a Pileated Woodpecker examine several large Oak
trees around her house. Later that month a female
Downy Woodpecker and an immature Yellow Bellied
Sapsucker visited the same oak trees - A good month
for woodpeckers. 

Comprehensive Resource
Management Plan for Taunton Bay

By John Sowles

This past legislative session, the DMR
presented and the Legislature’s Marine Resources
Committee accepted a plan to manage human uses of
Taunton Bay in a manner that will, 1. protect and
sustain ecological functions and values. 2. manage
marine resources for the long-term use and enjoyment
of all citizens of Maine.  

The plan contains general management goals
for governance, marine wildlife, habitat, water quality,
and harvested marine resources. Over the course of
several public meetings in the Taunton Bay area, we
found virtual unanimous agreement that these goals
were a good beginning for long range management of
the bay. On the other hand, the specific actions
proposed to achieve the goals became more
contentious.

The plan is built upon three overarching
elements; science,  local stewardship, and adaptive
management. 

Science will contribute through a series of
studies at levels ranging from species to ecosytems and
effects of human activity. 

Local Stewardship assumes that local users
(harvesters and non-harvesters alike) have a role in the
management and protection of Taunton Bay. While
Taunton Bay remains a public bay, owned by all
citizens in Maine, having access to local knowledge
and participation in Taunton Bay’s management is
seen as key to a successful plan. An Advisory Group
to bring local knowledge and interests to the DMR
Commissioner is one mechanism of several to involve
local users of the bay. 

Adaptive management is critical to being able
to respond effectively to new threats and new
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information and new opportunities. Our legislature
aided us this spring by amending the section of the law
that normally requires legislative approval to protect
species other than those directly harvested. The public
will still have full access to an open public process
through informational meetings and hearings.

We at DMR hope that this process provides
lessons on how to balance use and development of a
public resource with its long term health and
protection. If successful, Taunton Bay might serve as
a model for other areas of the coast. 

Creatures Around the Bay:

Wild Turkeys
By Frank Dorsey

The flock of 13 wild turkeys frequently seen
this summer on the north shore of Hog Bay and other
flocks seen in the open fields on either side of Route
182 through Franklin are just a small sample of the
success of wild turkey reintroduction in Maine by the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IFW).
Historically, turkeys existed in significant numbers in
York and Cumberland counties, and  perhaps,
eastward to Hancock County. But reduction of
forestland and unrestricted hunting led to the
disappearance of wild turkeys in Maine in the early
1880s. Since that time, much of the farmland, which
once covered 90 percent of York and Cumberland
counties, has reverted to forest. This change of
agriculture fields to forested land created suitable
habitat for reintroducing the wild turkey. 

Wild turkeys were reintroduced in 1977 and
1978, when IFW obtained 41 wild turkeys from
Vermont and released them in the towns of York and
Eliot. The Vermont turkeys were themselves the result
of their highly successful reintroduction and
proliferation from a small stock trapped in New York
State by the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department.

In spring 1982, 33 turkeys were trapped from
the growing York County population and released in
Waldo County. During the winters of 1987 and 1988
70 more wild turkeys were obtained from Connecticut
to augment Maine's growing turkey population.

Trapping and transferring wild turkeys is an
interesting process since, when disturbed, wild turkeys
initiate flight by leaping about five feet into the air
extremely rapidly. In Vermont, turkeys were baited by
corn scattered in open space near brush cover. When

a suitable flock was in range, a rocket- propelled net
was fired over them. The birds were then placed in
individual cases lined with soft plastic foam, because
otherwise the birds would damage themselves trying
to escape. To further prevent damage, the birds were
released in their new locations within twenty-four
hours or less. In Vermont mature turkeys grew larger
than the typical sizes in the New York flock, about
twenty-five pounds for males and twenty for females.

     Male North American turkey (Meleagris gallopavo)

                             (Photo from Wikipedia)

By 1986, the Maine population had grown so
much that the IFW issued 500 hunting permits through
a lottery, and nine turkeys were harvested. The lottery
system continued until 2006, when the spring turkey
hunt was opened to all licensed hunters. A limited fall
archery hunt was instituted in 2002. In the four
seasons since then, interest in the fall archery hunt has
grown, and the turkey population has continued to
grow. This fall, Maine turkey hunters will get an extra
opportunity to hunt gobblers, thanks to a new fall
shotgun season that will run from Oct. 13-19, and we
all get to enjoy watching these once abundant native
birds again. If you see a flock, take a close look for the
surprisingly iridescent feather colors and at the
remarkable beards and wattles on older birds. For
further information on wild turkeys including videos,
see:
http://www.maine.gov/ifw/hunting_trapping/hunting
/wild_turkey.htm   and    http://www.nwtf.org
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                         Hog Bay Shore Bird Count
           By Michael Good, Downeast Nature Tours; recording by S. Perrin
      August 13, 2007 - Cloudy, light rain toward the end. Time: 7:00 to 7:50 a.m.                   
                 August 29, 2007 -  Clear, still air.  Time: 7:00 to 7:45 a.m.

Species 7-31-2005 8-13-2005 9-2-2006 8-13-2007 8-29-2007

Double-crested
Cormorant

28 23 44 3 43

Great Blue Heron - 5 2 - 1

Osprey - - 2 - 1

American Bald Eagle 2 2 2 1 1

Black-bellied Plover 32 137 98 41 38

American Golden
Plover

- - - - 1

Semipalmated Plover 125 62 14 142 82

Greater Yellowlegs 14 40 98 2 1

Lesser Yellowlegs - - 1 - 1

Semipalmated
Sandpiper

75 20 21 212 85

Peep (too small to ID) 70 206 203 357 317

Western Sandpiper - - - 1 -

Least Sandpiper - - - 3 113

Short-billed Dowitcher - - - 7 1

Bonaparte’s Gull 7 13 - 15 11

Ring-billed Gull 49 104 59 18 17

Herring Gull 92 17 3 2 3

Great Black-backed
Gull

1 1 1 1 -

Common Tern 38 24 4 8 8

Belted Kingfisher - - 2 3 4

American Crow 3 6 14 2 2

Total 536 660 568 818 730

                                           

                                                                                                             
Editor - Sheila Karlson

Layout by
Sheila Karlson

FTB membership was due for renewal on August 1, 2007.
 Have you renewed? - Not Sure? 

Contact Sheila Karlson, membership chairperson, at:
207-565-3329 or e-mail skarlson@thekarlsons.net

Or send your check to:
FTB, 120 West Franklin Rd. Franklin, ME 04634

mailto:steveperrin@verizon.net
mailto:skarlson@thekarlsons.net
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To contact FTB:
PO Box 411, Hancock, ME 04640-0411

207-422-9500
ftb@downeast.net

    Friends of Taunton Bay -Newsletter
                  120 West Franklin Road, Franklin, ME 04634

                   ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

                  

                           

                               Visit us on the Web at: http://www.ellsworthme.org/tauntonbay
                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Photo By Sheila Karlson

                                                              View from Wasgatt Point in Franklin, looking towards Schoodic Mountain.


